Expedition 2023

A hint of what’s to come...
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What's the reef like?
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Whats the reef |like?




Signs of change?




Rasdhoo — same as it ever was?




Kuda falhu — back from the brink?




From this in 2011-15




Signs of hope (see blog
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..although, looking deeper (at 15m




Bleaching resilient species — are they being
attacked?




Dhigurah Wall — back to bathaalaa / Rasdhoo




Oshighali finolhu




Prognosis

* 6 sites = 4,800m square metres surveyed
* Maldives is 21,370km?

« 21,370,000,000. So we covered 0.0000002% of the area of the
Maldives!
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But we know what’s resilient
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Back to full species list
831 species

Porites lobata
Dana, 1846

Porites
Link, 1807

Summary

Distribution

Images

Characters: Colonies are usually hemispherical or helmet-shaped and may
be over 4 metres across. They commonly form ‘micro-atolls’ in intertidal
habitats. The surface is usually smooth.

Colour: Usually cream or pale brown but may be bright blue, purple or green
in shallow water.

Similar Species: Porites solida. See also P. australiensis, which is
distinguished by having taller pali, especially on the lateral pairs of septa.

Habitat: Frequently a dominant species of back reef margins, lagoons and
some fringing reefs.

Abundance: Probably the most common Porites.
Taxonomic Note: A species complex.
Taxonomic References: Wells (1954); Veron and Pichon (1982); Veron

(2000a);
Identification Guides: Veron (1986a); Sheppard and Sheppard (1991);

Porites lobata Large massive colony. INDONESIA Photograph: Emre Turak




We know what’s not
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Acropora hyacinthus Acropora
(Dana, 1846) Oken, 1815

Summary

Distribution

Images

Characters: Colonies are wide flat plates and tables or tiered aggregations
of small plates. Branchlets are thin and finely structured except where
exposed to wave action, when they become closely fused. Branchlets are
fine and upward-projecting. Axial corallites are distinct but not exsert. Radial
corallites are cup-shaped and form rosettes.

Colour: Uniform cream, brown, grey or green with or without blue (which
may photograph pink) growing margins.

Similar Species: See Acropora cytherea, A. tanegashimensis and A.
spicifera.

Habitat: Upper reef slopes and outer reef flats.

Abundance: One of the most abundant corals of exposed outer reef slopes
of much of the western Pacific.

Taxonomic Note: A species complex.

Taxonomic References: Wallace (1978); Veron and Wallace (1984);
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We know what’s adaptable
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Porites cylindrica
Dana, 1846

Back to full species list
831 species

Porites
Link, 1807

Characters: Colonies are branching, sometimes with an encrusting base.
Corallites are shallow giving branches a smooth surface.

Summary

Colour: Usually cream, yellow, blue or green.
Similar Species: See Porites attenuata and P. compressa. Porites cylindrica

Distribution

Images

is readily confused with Palauastrea ramosa underwater.
Habitat: May be a dominant species in lagoons or on back reef margins.
Abundance: Common.

Taxonomic References: \Veron and Pichon (1982); Veron (2000a);
Identification Guides: Randall and Myers (1983); Veron (1986a); Nishihira
and Veron (1995); Pillay, Terashima, Venkatasami et al. (2002); Turak and
DeVantier (2011b);

Porites cylindrica This species is sometimes a dominant one in sheltered lagoons. GREAT
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Back to full species list —
831 species Characters: Colonies are submassive, encrusting or form contorted

anastomosing branches, and are commonly over 5 metres across. Corallites
are separated into groups by ridges which characteristically converge

Summary towards each other forming flame-shaped patterns.

Distiibutian Colour: Pale cream, yellow or dark bluish-brown, often with pale branch tips.
Sometimes brightly coloured in shallow water.

Images Similar Species: Porites rus can be confused with Montipora underwater.

Closest to P. monticulosa. See also P. deformis, P. cumulatus and P. ornata,
all of which have small corallites.

Habitat: Shallow reef environments.

Abundance: Common and may be a dominant species in a wide range of
habitats.

Taxonomic Note: A species complex which is likely to be divisible into
several cryptic species. The species irregularis has been used with three
related genera, Porites, Napopora and Synaraea. Porites irregularis Verrill
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Repeat, but not without change of planning

* Distance

* Weather

* Current

* Which shoulder
* SMB positioning
* Dive teams

* Broken tapes

* Broken slates

* Data entry

* repeat




